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Life Group Study Notes 

“The Path - Know: Water Baptism” 
Ps. Bruce Fidler - May 26, 2019 

 

Warm Up (10-15 minutes) 

Choose a question to answer, or ask another. No right or wrong answers. 

• Which do you enjoy more: a river, a lake, or the ocean? Why? 

• Did you learn to swim as a child? Why or why not? 

• Where have you travelled on a boat? 

 
Word (10-15 minutes) 

Sermons can be heard online at www.bethelworld.org 

Acts 2:36-41 ESV “Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him 

both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." Now when they heard this they were cut 

to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" And 

Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for 

you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 

himself." And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, 

"Save yourselves from this crooked generation." So those who received his word were  

baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.” 

Water baptism is commanded by Jesus (Mt 28:19) and his apostles (Ac 2:38-41; 10:47-48). 

• Baptism is not required for justification, but is part of God’s overall process of salvation. 

• Water baptism is what is known as a biblical sacrament. A biblical sacrament is a divinely 
ordained symbolic act that is also a divinely ordained means for ministering spiritual 
blessings. Baptism functions both as a declaration of faith and as a means of grace. 

Numerous spiritual benefits are associated with baptism. 

• Real spiritual blessings are imparted by God to the believer when they are baptized. 

• We identify with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (Ro 6:1-16), and “put on 
Christ” (Gal 3:28). 

• We experience forgiveness and the washing away of sins (Ac 2:38; 22:16). 

• We experience a circumcision of the heart (Col 2:11-12). 
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Anyone being baptized should be characterized by the following: 

• They have repented and believed the Gospel (Ac 2:38; 8:12). This therefore precludes infant 
baptism. There is no record in the New Testament of infants being baptized. 

• They are calling on the name of Jesus (Ac 22:16) and are making a pledge of a good 
conscience toward God (1 Pe 3:21). 

• They are willing to be baptized right away. Acts tells us that people were baptized as soon 
as possible after they first repented and believed the Gospel. 

• They have not been previously baptized as a repentant believer. No Christian needs to be 
baptized a second time, even if they backslide and then return to the Lord. No one was 
baptized a second time in the New Testament, if they were a genuine, repentant believer at 
the time they were first baptized. 

Water baptism should be done by immersion, if possible. 

• The Greek word translated “baptism” fundamentally means to immerse. 

• Descriptions of baptisms in Scripture speak of people coming up out of the water (Mk 1:10; 
Ac 8:36-39). 

• Identification with Christ’s burial suggests immersion even as Christ was surrounded by 
earth in the tomb (Ro 6:3-4). 

• The early church practiced baptism by immersion, but allowed for “sprinkling” if there was a 
scarcity of water (Didache, VII). 

People should be baptized in the name of Jesus. 

• Acts declares that people were baptized in name of Jesus Christ (2:38; 10:48) or the Lord 
Jesus (8:16; 19:5). Jesus is a proper name, while Christ and Lord are titles. 

• Jesus says to baptize in the name (singular) of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit (Mt 28:19). That name is Jesus. The OT proper name of God is YHWH, which together 
with the Hebrew word for salvation or saves, contracts to give us the name Y’shua or Jesus, 
which simply means “YHWH saves.” Jesus explicitly declares that his name is also the 
Father’s name and was given to him by the Father (Jn 17:6, 11, 12, 26). 

 

Discussion (10-15 minutes) 

Choose one of the points below, and discuss how the lesson applies to our lives. 

• What is one thing you learned from this lesson? 

• When were you baptized? 

• To what verses would you point a new believer to persuade them to be baptized? 

 
Prayer (10-15 minutes) 

Pray any of the following, as well as any other requests you may have. 

• Thank God for the grace and blessings he imparts in water  baptism. 

• Ask God for a greater understanding of the importance of water baptism. 

• Ask God for opportunities to persuade others to be baptized. 


